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STATEMENT BY SENATE DEMOCRATIC LEADER AL LAWSON ON BUDGET VOTE
TALLAHASSEE – Senate Democratic Leader Al Lawson (D-Tallahassee) on Wednesday released the following statement on today’s Senate vote on the Special Session budget cuts:

“Since 2008, Senate Democrats have been urging the Republican leadership of this state to take a step back and reconsider the axe they were preparing to yield on Florida’s elderly, her children, her critically ill, her disabled and poor, her struggling middle class. We pointed out again and again that there were ways to avoid many of these service and program cuts – though these alternatives might make a few special interests unhappy.

“Rather than close corporate loopholes and reexamine certain sales tax exemptions that would help shrink the budget gap and blunt some of the pain aimed at those least able to absorb it, the leadership chose to ignore our proposals, and boost even more the financial burden on those who have already borne the greater brunt of it. Rather than move towards tax fairness, they opted to maintain the lopsided status quo.

“My fellow members of the Caucus could not in good conscience support these actions. We could not abide abdicating our Constitutional obligations to fully fund public education, forcing local property owners once again to cover the deficit. We could not justify cutting the sole life lines keeping some of our weakest residents alive. And we could not join the bandwagon proclaiming the importance of our universities and critical government services on the front end, while pink slips were the result on the back end.

“There were viable options we offered that could have made a difference. No tax hikes would have been required, no fee or fine increases would have been necessary and no deep cuts to education or vital services would have been taken. 

“Unfortunately for the people of Florida, they chose the wrong one.”
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